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A Needed Distincticn 


There are those who confuse the activities 
and aims of the National Council of Churches 
and the World Council of Churches. This 1s 
unfortunate for a number of reasons. 


Many of us deeply resent some of the activities 
of the National Council, particularly as the 
news releases of these activities refer to the 
National Council as representative of 35,000,000 
Protestants, and only too often thev consist of 
deliverances on political or social matters on 
which there is a wide difference of opinion on 
the part of earnest Christians. We also view 
with distrust the increasing flow of program 
material and directives going down into the 
member churches, particularly because much of 
this is from the thinking of a leadership we are 
unprepared to accept. 


But, the World Council of Churches is exer- 
cising a function which is on an entirely dif- 
ferent plane. The World Council is a genuine 
attempt to show the unity of the Christian enter- 
prise throughout the world and it has much of 
genuine Christian accomplishment to show for 
its efforts, particularly in the realm of humani- 
tarian relief work. 


This is not to say that there are not grave 
weaknesses in the organization. One of the 
men, now dead, who was closely associated with 
the World Council for several years told the 
writer: “How I wish the leaders of the World 
Council exercised the spiritual influence that 
they so truly exhibit in their great humanitarian 
work.” 


Despite this weakness, it is nevertheless a tact 
that it was within the European leadership of 
the World Council that there stood out like 
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a beacon at Evanston last Summer, not only 
an affirming of faith in the Second Coming of 
Christ but which also tried to shew some of 
the liberal American leadership that this liberal- 
ism so popular in America today has already 
been weighed in the balance and found wanting. 


Finally, the World Council of Churches is 
far less prone to throw its weight around than 
is the National Council here in America. 


That there is liberal leadership in the World 
Council is unquestionably true. That Commu- 
nism has tried, in scme instances, to make use 
of the World Council for its own ends is also 
true. But, by and large, the World Council 
is a genuine attempt to show, through a loosely 
knit organization, the essential unity of Chris- 
tian believers around the world. 


In the opinion of the writer the National 
Council operates on an entirely different basis 
and with detinite objectives which we feel, are 
at times, not cnly inimical to the Protestant 
cause but also dangerous to America as a nation. 

We believe Christians will be wise to clearly 
distinguish between the two. —L. N. B. 


Not a Festival of Faiths 
But National Efforts 
for World Peace 


As one reads the reports from San Francisco, 
he experiences a mixed reaction. Since 1937 
we have been protesting in the volume OUR 
LORD against the responsive readings on Farth 
used by the Y. M. C. A. of China with selections 
indiscriminately mingled from Confucius, Bud- 
dha, and the Epistle to the Hebrews. At the 
Festival of Faith in San Francisco similar re- 
sponsive readings seem to have been used, with 
additions also from the Hindu and the Moham- 
medan writings. All such mingling of religions 
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obscures the absoluteness and the uniqueness of 
the revelation of the one only, living and true 
God in Jesus Christ. Here we stand with the 
confessing Church at Barmen: Jesus Christ as 
He is attested in the Holy Scriptures is one 
Word that we have to hear in life and in death. 
He is the Door. He is the way, the truth 
and the life; no man comes unto the Father 
but by Him. There is one God and one Mediator 
between God and man, the man Christ Jesus. 


Accordingly, we protest against the com- 
promise of the one saving revelation made by 
God in His only Son Jesus Christ with the re- 
ligions of human origin. However idealistic 
may be the intentions, we disapprove of all 
liberal and modernistic theology, which takes 
offense at the particularity of special revelation 
and permits it to be obscured in generalizations. 
It is only as God the Creator shines into our 
heart to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ that 
we can apprehend by faith God’s general, as 
well as, His special revelations. We need the 
glasses of faith—not faith in general, but faith 
in Jesus Christ—to read aright God’s activities 
in the world and in the Word: His deeds and 
His words. 


Yet just because, in His light we see light, we 
recognize by faith both of God’s two kinds 
of working, that is, in His general and in His 
particular revelation. In our worship we honor 
and magnify the latter. We draw our responsive 
readings exclusively from God’s Word - the Holy 
Scriptures of the Old and the New Testaments. 
From these same Scriptures, we preach Christ 
and Him crucified and seek to bring every 
thought into captivity to Him. In the sacra- 
ments He has ordained we celebrate the deeds 
by which He confirms His words. 


In these same Christian Scriptures, read by 
faith in Jesus Christ, we find testimonies to 
God’s universal activities in providence and in 
history. Romans speaks of His work of the law 
in the hearts of all men. The living God girded 
and used Cyrus even though he had not known 
the LORD. God turns the hearts of kings as 
the water courses. Accordingly, we rejoice at 
every proper national effort to secure the peace 
of this world - a world which God made and 
controls and for which Christ made propitiation. 
We are not pleased with many things in the 
United Nations. But it seems to us that the 
present course of the United States in working 
through this imperfect instrument for peace is 


preferable to our former course in rejecting 
that noble program wrought out by Woodrow 
Wilson as the League of Nations. We pray for 


the efforts of the nations for peace made at 


the United Nations, even as we join with Billy 
Graham and the other evangelicals in praying 
for the efforts made by the heads of the four 
great powers at Geneva. —W. CG. R. 


we 


Surrender Sunday? 


News releases from various communities across 
the nation tell of a growing opposition to the 
use of Sunday for commercial purposes. In 
some. cities religious, civic, labor, and manage- 
ment groups have banded together to close stores 
and discourage sales of all kinds on Sunday. 
These efforts seem to be a reaction against the 
growing commercialism which threatens to rob 
us altogether of any vestige of a distinctive Lord’s 
Day. Some, no doubt, take this stand not so 
much from a desire to keep the Lord’s Day 
reserved for holy purposes as from a fear that 
this commercialization will mean the loss of a 
weekly holiday for purposes of pleasure. 


But now comes the report that an Iowa com- 
mittee which opposed Sunday shopping has 
become weary in well-doing and has decided 
to disband. The Des Moines Committee for 
Sunday Observance reports that it could not 
function with any success, “because it did not 
have the necessary support of the churches, labor 
unions and the community.” The Thriftway 
Stores, a supermarket chain which had co- 
operated with the committee, found it would 
have to open some of its stores in order to meet 
increasing competition from other retailers. 
Churchgoers, they said, seemed to have the habit 
of combining churchgoing with grocery shop- 
ping. “After morning services they drive to the 
supermarket and make their grocery purchases 
for the week ahead.” 


What has happened to the churches in Amer- 
ica, that her own members thoughtlessly or 
carelessly assist Satan in breaking down the 


. sanctity and distinctiveness of the Lord’s Day? 


How worldliness has taken over, causing even 
those named by His Name to connive with evil 
and to condone that which is displeasing to the 
Lord! | 

Whence comes this surrender to secularism? 
The sad and disappointing fact is that worldli- 
ness has made terrible inroads into the lives 
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of countless churches and church members. Not 
only supermarkets but also all kinds of Sunday 
sports and amusements are competing with the 
holy purpose of the Lord’s Day. And millions 
of church members weekly betray the cause of 
their Lord by their conformity to the world. 
They have succumbed, and that on the Lord’s 
Day, to “the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life.” 


The churches may have encouraged this sur- 
render to worldliness by their silence and in- 
activity as well as by their tolerance toward 
Sabbath desecration. The world has taken over 
so much of the Lord’s Day because the churches 
have seemed too easily to retreat from a position 
of claiming the whole day for their Lord. In 
many American churches the Ten Command- 
ments, with their claim of one day in seven for 
the Lord, are seldom read. The preacher lacks 
the courage to proclaim, and his people lack 
the devotion to maintain, the sanctity of the 
Lord’s Day. 


The first step in the surrender of this fort 
of the Lord’s Day on the part of the churches 
themselves is the discontinuance of the Sunday 
evening service because “we cannot get anybody 
out.” The next step is the abbreviation of the 
Sunday morning service to sixty minutes, no 
more. Not long after there were requests to 
telescope the Sunday morning service and Sun- 
day-school session into one, for convenience 
sake, at least during the summer months. But 
if religion still seems to take up too much time 
at the center of the day, the schedule is rear- 
ranged to provide a short eight o’clock morning 
service for golfers and others who prefer to have 
the rest of the day for their own temporal pleas- 
ures. The last state of such churches will indeed 
be worse than the first. 


We hear a great deal about a spiritual revival, 
a return to religion, in America. If and when 
it really comes we will be able to recognize it 
by a manifest recovery of the Lord’s Day for 
the cause of the Lord instead of the present 
retreat in favor of worldliness. When it really 
comes people will crowd the churches once 
again, not merely to hurry out to the ball game, 
but to hear more of the Word of the Lord, and 
to rejoice in fellowship with God’s people. When 
it really comes Bible preaching and Bible study 
will overflow from the Lord’s Day into all the 
other days of the week. Men will not measure 
the least, but offer the most of their time and 
their life to the Lord. If Christ is really the 
Lord of our lives, you and I can do this now. 
We will not need to wait for the revival. Per- 
haps we will begin it—The Church Herald. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 
By MATTHEW HENRY 


Now again available after being out of print. 
New biographical edition. A monumental 
work that has been for nearly two centuries 
without an equal and is to Bible teachers 
and to preachers what Shakespeare is to 
secular literature. Complete in every detail. 
Now in six-volume set, boxed, $24.50. Post- 


id. 
ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 


THOUGHTS FROM PSALM 119 


Second Division : BETH : Verses 9-16. 


Key-verse: “Thy word have I hid (laid up) 
in mine heart, that I might not sin against 
thee.” Verse 11. 


Someone has said that this “is a good thing, 
in a good place, for a good purpose.” I would 
like to change this and say, “The Best Book, 
in the Best Place, for the Best Purpose. 


I. God’s Word; The Best Book; “There is 
but one Book,” (Sir Walter Scott) God Inspired 
it: the Holy Bible. 


1. The men who wrote it: HOLY MEN. 
2. The Mind behind it: HOLY SPIRIT. 
3. The Message in it: HOLY MESSAGE. 


II. /n the Heart : The whole inner man : The 
Best Place. 


It is a good thing to have the Bible in our 
Land, in our Homes, in our Hotels; in our 
Hospitals; to read it and study it, but 


The Best Place to hide it is in our hearts; 
our minds, our feelings, our wills, our desires, 
our imagination, all under its control. 


III. That I might not sin against thee : The 
Best Purpose. 


1. The Bible has a great deal to say about 
sin : Its Origin; Its Nature; Its Consequences; 
Its Cure. 


2. Tells how sin may be forgiven; the cost 
of forgiveness; The One through Whom for- 
giveness is possible; through “this Man,” Christ 


Jesus. 


3. Tells how heart may be cleansed from sin; 
the BLOOD of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanses 
from all sin. 


4. Tells how we may be Victorious over sin; 
Thanks be to God Who giveth us the victory 
through Jesus Christ. 
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What Is Christian Education? 


By L. Nelson Bell 


Never has genuine Christian Education been 
more needed in America than today. Because 
of this there needs to be a re-study of the 
whole philosophy of Christian Education itself. 


If anyone questions the possibility of Chris- 
tian institutions degenerating into secular col- 
leges or universities, and, these in turn be- 
coming pagan in outlook and influence, he 
has but to study the history of many of the 
educational institutions in America today to 
find that they were founded with Christian 
money and designed for Christian teaching, but, 
the purpose of the founders has been violated 
and Christian teaching has long since departed 
from the life and curriculum of the campus. 
In fact, some of these institutions are now 
pagan and anti-Christian in their influence on 
contemporary American life. 


If such deterioration has occurred in some 
institutions—and it has—it can happen again. 
Is there any evidence that a similar process 
may be taking place in some Christian institu- 
tions today? If so, what are the symptoms and 
what is the remedy? 


A minister of our church, deeply interested 
in Christian Education, recently wrote: “Within 
Church-related schools today there is evidence 
not only of secularism, but of habits and prac- 
tices which are often utterly un-Christian. To 
alleviate the symptoms without dealing with 
the disease - our philosophy and aims in educa- 
tion - would be, I think, as impracticable as 
giving a hypodermic to a patient with appendi- 
citis and sending him home because the pain 
has been relieved. 


“The trouble is that we have forgotten why 
Church colleges were founded. Education is not 
Christian simply because the Church pays the 
bills and the school pays lip-service to the 
Church. Some of us think the time has come 
to look under the thin veneer of religion which 
too many of our Church colleges have and to 
ask whether these shields which we display are 
of gold or only brass. We can continue to paint 
the pump, champion the status quo, and ‘have 
peace in our time,’ but if we do, will we be 
true to Christ or the Church or even to our- 
selves?” 


The basis of the fears expressed above is 
confirmed from unimpeachable sources, telling 
of the serious spiritual and moral problems on 
some of the campuses of Church-related schools 
in America, some of which are going unchal- 
lenged. Again from equally reliable sources it 
is known that the teaching in some schools, or 
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departments of schools, is lacking in any Chris- 
tian approach to the subject—that such teach- 
ing is just as secular as that found in state sup- 
ported institutions. 


A solution will only be found when those 
responsible for Church-related institutions 
frankly face and accept the basic philosophy 
which should underlie our reasons for support 
and our continued operation of, Church-related 
schools. 


Let us pose this all-important question; Is 
the college campus a training ground, or, Is 
it a battleground? 


The ideal of the Christian college should be 
that of a training ground. Immature young 


people, boys and girls, suddenly find them- 


selves away from the influence of homes which, 
we hope, are Christian. Certainly they have 
not arrived at the time of life when they are 
always adequately prepared to make many de- 
cisions having to do with moral and spiritual 
matters. At this formative time in their lives, 
when character is so often made or broken, they 
need the leadership, the comfort and the help 
of men and women with positive Christian con- 
victions. They should not find themselves im- 
mediately thrust into situations where they are 
engaged in moral and spiritual battles without 
the aid that should come to them from those 
who have convictions based deeply within the 
Christian ethic. 


It is not asking too much that the campus of 
the Christian college shall maintain moral stan- 
dards on a much higher level than those to 
be found at non-Christian schools. But, strange 


to say, there are those engaged in Christian 


education who feel that students should not be 
reared in “hot house atmosphere,’ and _ there- 
fore prefer that the life on and surrounding 
the campus shall be more representative of the 
outside world. But, if the Church is expected 


_ to maintain moral and spiritual standards on 


a plane above and separated from the unbe- 
lieving world, why should not the same be true 
on the Christian college campus? 


Furthermore, is there a place for non-Chris- 
tians on the faculties of Christian institutions? 
We are all painfully aware of the fact that many 
of us who bear the name “Christian,” give little 
evidence of a transformed life when about our 
daily pursuits. For that reason Christian col- 
leges impair their testimony and their effective- 
ness when they utilize men who show in their 
own personal lives a lack of Christian perspec- 
tive and convictions. 
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There are those who will question whether 
scientific departments — chemistry, biology, 
physics, etc., etc., should try to maintain Chris- 
tian standards. Why not? Does not the Chris- 
tian ethic extend into every avenue of life? 


The trouble is that for more than a genera- 
tion many Christian leaders have surrendered 
abjectly to science and scientists, often without 
justification and to the loss of all concerned. 


Speaking at a recent meeting of the British 
and Canadian Medical Associations in ‘Toronto, 
Dr. John R. Brobeck, professor of physiology 
at the University of Pennsylvania, said: “Many 
scientists have become a lot less positive about 
the prerogative of science and the scientific 
method. More and more, we hear talk about 
the limitations of science. But, science is not 
the only way to get information. Many fields 
of human experience are not susceptible to 
scientific analysis. . . . Nothing we can do can 
make a miracle a probable event, but it may 
be possible to add some information to it to 
make it possible. One thing that needs to be 
added is a source of energy unknown to us in 
our biological and physiological sciences. In 
our Scriptures this source of energy is identified 
as the Power of God. 


“The Christian thinks of miracles as some- 
thing improbable, and so does the scientist. 
Both Christian and scientist also agree that it 
is impossible to explain miracles in terms of 


- Our present understanding. This doesn’t mean 


that miracles are impossible, and the Christian 
accepts them by faith The attitude to 
science, of the scientist who is not a Christian, 
is rapidly approaching that of the scientist who 
is a Christian. 


“Most scientists don’t accept miracles because 
they are not Christians, but the thoughtful 
scientist would not say that miracles are im- 
possible, only improbable. Most scientists are 
not Christians but not because they are scien- 
tists. Most business men or most reporters are 
not Christian either; in fact, most people are 
not Christian. 


“One of the essences of science is reproducti- 
bility. If I can’t observe the miracles of two 
thousand years ago and reproduce them, as a 
scientist, I can’t believe them possible. But, 
as a Christian, a miracle has happened to me 
which makes me accept these miracles. This 
miracle is the new birth, which every one of 
us as a Christian has experienced. It is the 
application of God’s power which brings about 
this change which is a miracle. It cannot be 
accomplished by any biological or psychological 
force. It creates within us the will to believe. 
Our experience is like that of the early Chris- 
tians, as recorded in the Book of Acts.... The 
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change is psychological, but it involves a force 
which most scientists do not recognize.” 


In quoting the above it should be emphasized 
that too often Christian convictions have been 
subordinated to science without adequate 
evaluation of fact and hypothesis. It is the 
same old story of accepting human reason, 
rather than the supernatural revelation of God, 
not only of God Himself, but also of His mighty 


acts. 


We believe that Christian education today 
will have to face the issue squarely. Shall we 
be Christian in our teaching and in our living 
on the college campuses which bear the name 
of the Church, or, shall we degenerate into 
secular institutions because we do not believe 
in the absolute priority of the Gospel which we 
profess and the Scriptures which are the foun- 
tain source of spiritual truth? 


There is another point which needs to be 
faced. Why should a small college be consid- 
ered inferior if its equipment and curriculum 
do not meet the standards of the great uni- 
versities? Statistics prove that many of America’s 
greatest leaders have graduated from _ institu- 
tions, not only small, but also frequently de- 
ficient, in many of those things considered al- 
most essential in education today. 


There is no excuse for shoddy educational 
work. But, an institution which is small and, at 
times, limited, may be just as sound pedagog)- 
cally and as productive in terms of life’s great- 
est values as one blessed with all of the material 
paraphernalia associated with great institutions,- 
perhaps more so. 


When all is said and done, every possible scho- 
lastic and educational advantage may be ac- 
corded an individual, but the product of such 
training may be a menace to society. It is Chris- 
tian character which comes from a supernatural 
act of God in the heart of an individual and 
which is further’ ennobled and _ strengthened 
through training in the things of God, which 
makes men and women great. Too often we 
have been prone to train the mind, forgetting 
that the training of the heart is of infinitely 
greater importance. 


A true Christian institution trains the mind 
and the heart. The products of a true Christian 
institution should be men and women who are 
prepared to engage in the activities of life, 
skilled in their chosen field, but, above all, hav- 
ing these skills subordinated to, and controlled 
by those moral and spiritual values which are 
the fruits of the living and-indwelling Christ 
himself. 


Within our own church the real problem is 
not whether we shall close some of our smaller 
institutions or amalgamate them with larger 
institutions. It is whether the Christian aspect 
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of education is being exploited to the fullest 
extent. There is considerable evidence to show 
that in many of our Church-related institutions 
there is not sufficient emphasis on the one 
thing which justifies the existence of these 
schools—Christian faith and practice. 


This editorial is not directed at any particular 
institution. Rather, it is written with the ho 
that the trustees and faculties of all of our 
Church-related schools shall re-examine the 
underlying philosophy of their entire prog:ams. 


One of the everpresent dangers of each gen- 
eration is that youth shall be inoculated with 
an attenuated vaccine of formal Christianity 
which bears little resemblance to a vital Chris- 
tian faith. This can happen in the home. It 
can happen in a church. It can happen in a 
Church-related institution. It is of the latter 
that we are writing. 


No one more than the writer is aware of 
the inadequacies of this discussion. But it is 
hoped that all who are interested in the Church 
and her outreach to the world of our day will 
realize that it is vitally important that the 
education we sponsor shall be thoroughly 
Christian. Furthermore, that there is but one 
guarantee that the Christian institution of today 
shall continue to be a Christian institution to- 
morrow : eternal vigilance. —L. N. B. 


Billy Graham Meetings 
By George Burnham 


Chattanooga News - Free Press Staff Writer 


Mannheim, Germany — A few of the writers 
were giving Evangelist Billy Graham “the busi- 
ness’”” at a press conference in Mannheim, a 
German city reported by authorities to have 
the strongest concentration of Communists out- 
side the Iron Curtain. 


One reporter asked: “What do you know 
about the suffering of Christ that you preach 
about so often? You have never suffered. You 
live well and have the comforts of life.” And 
Billy answered: 


‘When a Western Union messenger boy de- 
livers a death message to a home he doesn’t 
take part in all the suffering connected with 
the message. He just delivers the telegram. 
That’s all I am: God’’s messenger boy. I don’t 
ask that people look up to Billy Graham. I 
ask .them to respect Jesus Christ. I didn’t 
die on a cross. Neither have you. But Christ 
did. He suffered and died for your sins. I 
hope you will be at the meeting tonight.” 


The heckling reporter may not have been 
oresent, but over 40,000 other Germans and 
\n ericans overflowed Mannheim Stadium. Oc- 
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WANTED: Consecrated young woman 
with degree or public school teacher 
who would like to be in full-time Chris- 
tian service — to teach in a Christian 
School. Openings in First and Second 
Grades and Sixth and Seventh Grades. 
Write or wire collect— 


Rev. W. E. Hill Jr.. West End Presby- 
terian Church, Hopewell, Virginia. 


cupying a special box was Gen. Anthony C. 
McAuliffe, commander of all U. S. armed forces 
in Europe. Gen. McAuliffe was the man who 
rose to fame on one word, “Nuts”, to the Ger- 
man surrender demand at Bastogne. 


Some members of the throng gathered at 
10:30 a.m. for the meeting scheduled to begin 
at 7 p.m. Hundreds of American soldiers and 
airmen were present with their families. 


When the invitation was given, an estimated 
1,500 walked forward to make decisions for Jesus 
Christ. Some may have been Communists. All 
~ — were people who wanted a new way 
of life. 


Dortmund, Germany — The young German 
soldier was captured during the last months of 
World War II and was in a prisoner of war 
camp. 


During his days in action he had carried 
a New Testament. But Nazi leaders had taught 
him to be ashamed of the book. It had no place 
in the Germany they planned. In spite of the 
adverse teaching, however, he read the testa- 
ment at every opportunity. There was some- 
thing different about the words of Jesus. They 
spoke to his heart. 


After his capture he had more time to read. 
But he was still not willing to read the book 
openly. He was reading in bed one night with 
the covers pulled up around his head as if 
asleep. Someone grabbed him by the shoulder 
and growled, “What are you reading there, sol- 
dier?” He held up the testament and expected 
a stinging rebuke or laugh of scorn from his 
fellow prisoner. Instead, the man said, “I won- 
der if you would let me read it sometimes.” 
This man wasn’t ashamed. He sat down in 
the middle of the barracks and read the testa- 
ment openly for all to see. 


During the next few days the book was bor- 
rowed by other German prisoners. It was a 
stinging lesson to the young soldier. He de- 


termined never again to be ashamed of the 


Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


After his release from prison he waited for 
two years to gain admission to the United 
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States, where he studied at Moody Bible In- 
stitute in Chicago. 


On Tuesday night of this week he stood be- 
side Billy Graham before over 20,000 in Dort- 
mund’s beautiful Westphalia Hall and served 
as interpreter for the American evangelist. 
More than 2,000 responded when he relayed 
the invitation. 


He had ably filled the same role in several 
other German cities, where meetings were at- 
tended by many thousands of his countrymen. 
His task as interpreter for the famed preacher 
has made Wilfried Zibell one of the most prom- 
ising figures for evangelism in Germany. It 
is here that he plans to work, telling others 
about the Bible, a book he was once ashamed 


to read. 
* ~ * 


George Beverly Shea, soloist for the Billy 
Graham team, tells an inspiring true story 
about a friend, Burt Frizen, who lives in Whea- 
ton, Ill. Burt has a fine baritone voice. His 
mother also loved to sing. While he was still 
a youngster she taught him the song, “Jesus 
Whispers Peace.” 


Then came World War II and Burt was 
fighting in the Battle of the Bulge. He was 
badly injured and unable to make his way to 
safety. For six hours he lay out in the battle- 
field, waiting for death. To bolster his sagging 
courage he sang softly, over and over again, 
the words to the song he had learned from 
his mother: “There is a name to me most dear, 
Like sweetest music to my ear, For when my 
heart is troubled, filled with fear, Jesus whispers 
peace.” 


Then, hearing a sound nearby, he opened 
his eyes and saw a German soldier standing 
over him with a gun. “This is it,” thought Burt 
as he waited for the shot that would end his 
life. But the German didn’t shoot. In a com- 
passionate voice he said, “Sing it again.” 

As Burt began to sing he felt the German 
lift him in strong arms and place him on the 
ledge of a rock. Medics spotted him a few 
minutes later and took him to safety. 
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WHAT THE FOLKS BACK HOME OVER 
THE NATION CAN DO FOR> 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
IN WASHINGTON 


(An address delivered on June 7, 1955, by 
Rev. Andrew R. Bird, D.D., Pastor of the Church 
of the Pilgrims, Washington, D. C.) 


Mr. Buchanan, Chaplain Harris of the Senate. 
Senators Scott and Ervin of the State of North 
Carolina, and all of you good Elders and Dea. 
cons of the Hawfields Presbyterian Church of 
North Carolina: 


I hope you will accept the very deep and 
sincere gratitude of my heart for the privilege 
of lunching with you today here in the Van- 
denberg Room of our Nation’s Capitol at the 
invitation of my dear friend, your former Gov- 
ernor and present Senator, W. Kerr Scott. | 
scarcely know of any occasion in the 44 years 
of my service to our Savior in the Capital of 
our Country, which has more thrilled me than 
this acceptance on the part of the office hold- 
ers of the Hawfields Church, and their families, 
of Senator Scott’s invitation to be his guests 
in the city of Washington. I say this, not onlv 
because you dear friends are from the State 
where my wife was born, where one of my 
sons received his degree from Davidson College, 
and, my other son received his life-long inspira- 
tion in his wife, a daughter of your former 
pastor, Rev. M. E. Hansel, and because I have 
such happy memories of my visit to the Haw- 
fields Church, but for a reason which far tran- 
scends even such great personal ‘pleasures and 
fortunate experiences as these. 


I welcome you with all my heart to Washing- 
ton, the Capital of our Nation. As Christian 
men and women, both your past lives and your 
presence here today, prove your keen interest 
alike in the governmental machinery of our 
Nation, and of your faith in the religion of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. These to- 
gether constitute the only sure guarantee of 
our liberties, our prosperity, and our adequate 
service to mankind. I am truly most grateful 
for the opportunity to try to share with you 
the profound conviction of the dependence of 
Washington for its morale upon every citizen 
of the country, a conviction which has been 
deepened through these years of service in your 
Capital, and by the many opportunities which 
the action of our General Assembly gave ~me 
when it sent me throughout all our Southern 
States to talk over with the folks back home 
how most effectively the Lord Jesus Christ 
might be made the dominant personality in 
this Capital of our Country—this city set on 
a hill among all the nations of the world. 
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By your coming here you have indicated that 
you understand that since our Nation has ex- 
panded from the thirteen original colonies to 
the forty-eight wide-spreading States today, it 
has become increasingly important that all our 
citizens should keep in as close touch as pos- 
sible with the government of our Country as 
centered in its Capital City. You have indi- 
cated your sense of the importance of our 
whole citizenry keeping informed as to the prob- 
lems of our government and as to its progress 
in their solution. 


For many years throughout our dear Coun- 
try, it has been taken for granted that spiritual 
conditions must be at their best in Washing- 
ton, the fair bride of the Nation. Such a line 
of thought is natural enough, both because of 
the loveliness of this city, with its broad ave- 
nues, and monumental buildings, and also be- 
cause so to think relieves one of responsibility. 
Such a thought, indeed, leaves one free from 
a need of making any special effort for spiritual 
service when resident in Washington as a visitor 
or for a short or long period. 


I am sure that all of us realize that love is 
not really blind, and that we often have our 
best chance to show our love by helping those 
we love to approximate their ideals. So you 
will not think me lacking in love for our Capital 


City when I tell you of the ways in which we 


Americans throughout the Nation can prove 
an increasing blessing to this city of important 
decisions as the years pass. Our Lord Jesus 
loved Jerusalem devotedly, though He did not 
live in the Capital of His country any more 
than the average American lives in the Capital 
of his, yet one of the only two occasions related 
in the Gospels on which His emotions overcame 
Him was His distress over the wrong spiritual 
conditions in the Capital of His country. 


A fact, which has deeply burdened my heart, 
and which I would share with you, is that be- 
cause the majority of people throughout our 
Country have chiefly thought of Washington 
in terms of deepening river channels, building 
new post offices, gaining help for new roads, 
or securing positions for their friends, and have 
up to this time seldom given serious thought 
to building up its spiritual life, therefore, the 
majority of people who come to Washington 
have also failed to feel spiritual responsibility. 
That is the reason why only one out of every 
three people you see in this city today has 
felt it worthwhile to even take the trouble to 
join any local church—either Protestant or 
Catholic. That is the reason why there are today 
in Washington one million Americans whose 
names are not enrolled in any Washington 
Church. I am sure this will both surprise and 
pain you, but it is a situation which you can 
change, and which only you can change under 
God’s blessing. Washington city today is con- 
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trolled by the grass-roots of our Country. Its 
future depends on the people back home. As 
you dear people of the Hawfields Church, and 
other similar communities throughout the Na- 
tion, come to take an increasing interest both 
in the governmental machinery of our Coun- 
try, and also in the spiritual atmosphere of the 
city in which it must function, conditions here 
will change and the present minority, who have 
been willing to actively identify themselves 
with the Church of Christ here, will change to 
a majority. You will see, therefore, why I am 
so profoundly grateful for this visit you are 
making to Washington, and for a chance to 

to share with you our common burden for the 
glory of our Savior and the blessing of our 
Country. You and I are partners in this im- 
portant service—one which we dare not longer 
delay. 


I do not know how to express adequately my 
gratitude to God that Senator Scott has been 
led to give his life to the service of the State, 
and at the same time, to give his life to the 
service of the Lord Jesus Christ. May I hope 
that throughout your lives, you people of Haw- 
fields will recognize the treason of such a state- 
ment as we sometimes hear, “I would not soil 
my hands with politics.” There are two supreme 
opportunities of unselfish service before the 
young men and women of our Country today. 
One is full time service for Christ in the min- 
istry or the mission field of the Church, and 
the other, which should stand close by it, whole- 
hearted service to the government of our dear 
Country in the same spirit in which we expect 
any man to serve Christ in his Church. North 
Carolina has given generously of its men to 
the ministry, and in sending to the Senate two 
such Presbyterian Elders as Samuel J. Ervin, 
Jr., and W. Kerr Scott, the old North State 
has earned our whole Nation’s gratitude afresh. 


I need not tell you that the Church of the 
Pilgrims here in Washington, built under the 
auspices of three of our General Assemblies, 
and to which you in Hawfields, together with 
many thousands of Presbyterians throughout 
every Synod of our Southern Church contrib- 
uted will warmly welcome and seek to serve any 
one coming to Washington for a longer or short- 
er stay, of whom you may write us. 


The greatest service, however, which you good 
friends back home can render to the Kingdom 
of God in and through Washington, and one for 
which I would plead from my heart, above all 
other services, is that you will join us, all through 
the years, in praying that our Lord Jesus Christ 
may increasingly be lifted up in this influential 
and transient world Capital in the lives of 
every one who comes to sojourn here. “Every 
American at his best when in the Capital of 
his Country.” Shall not this be our slogan? 
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ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 117 
“What Can I Do About THIS?” 
Dear ANGLERS: 


I read your reply in a recent issue to “What 
Is My Trouble” and I think it is good, for I 
have had the same experience of “tongue stick- 
ing to the roof of the mouth” when trying to 
talk to the unsaved about their souls; but I 
have overcome it in just the way you suggested, 
by recognizing my great debt to Jesus Christ 
and, through prayer, crushing my pride and 
being willing to “stick my neck out.” In other 
words to take a hazard for Christ’s sake. 


But what about this? With a lot of prayer 
and humiliation I approached a hardened sin- 
ner here in my community, a man who has 
openly defied the Christian influences by which 
he is surrounded; never attends a church serv- 
ice, but otherwise has the reputation of being 
a model citizen; is well to do, making outstand- 
ing success in his business. I frankly and boldly 
asked him to consider the matter of accepting 
Jesus Christ as his Saviour and joining the 
church. I did it in a humble manner, confessing 
that I am a sinner, too, but saved by the blood 
of Jesus Christ. I showed him both by word 
and manner that I longed to see him become 
a Christian. He almost laughed in my face, 
saying that he was a lot better citizen than 
some of the prominent members of the church; 
and he began naming some inconsistent prac- 
tices of church members, including speculating 
in stocks, drinking, playing bridge Sunday 
nights, and fishing on Sunday, even naming 
some church officers who did the latter. And 
the trouble was I knew he was not exaggerating. 
It simply paralyzed my “sales talk.”” Now, Mr. 
Anglers, what can I do about this? 3 

(Name withheld) 


Well, Brother, you were up against a tough 
proposition, I’ll admit. One of the great trag- 
edies in a lost world is the inconsistent church 
member. I sometimes wonder just how the Lord, 
the Righteous Judge, is going to deal with 
them if they have not repented and turned be- 
fore the end comes. They are Satan’s hench- 
men in barring the way to Salvation, and Satan 
uses the same argument with them that he used 
in the Garden of Eden: “Eat the forbidden 
fruit; ye shall not surely die.” But don’t give 
up your man. Remember this: “All things are 
possible with God,” and this fact throws you 
calls for more prayer. Keep that man on your 
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prayer list. Ask God to do the impossible (you 
know He “specializes in the impossible’) and 
break down the man’s resistance. One thing 
you may be sure of: your effort has caused that 
man to think. It was an unusual experience 
in his life. It is quite likely that no one else 
has ever had the nerve to challenge him (in 
private) to surrender his life to Christ. I don’t 


_ believe the Holy Spirit will allow an effort 


like that to fall to the ground. The man’s only 
reaction, so far as you could see, was to get 
stirred up about inconsistent church members. 
But he was certainly stirred; and he is not 
going to get away from it easily. He will awake 
in the night and think about it. You have 
the power of Almighty God in your effort, and 
no man can endure against that. You have at 
least made a start with him, and next time 
you see him alone you only have to say, “I 
hope you are considering what I said to you,” 
or something like that. He will know what you 


mean. There is a passage in Romans you can 


use in a case like this (and it is always good 
to quote God’s Word, which does not return 
unto Him void - Isaiah 55:11) in chapter 14:12 
—‘‘So then every one of us shall give account 
of himself to God.” The Judge will not ask 
him about those inconsistent church members 
and officers. 


And here’s one other thing. You are bound 
to get a big satisfaction out of making an effort 
like that. Even if you should not have the 
joy of seeing the man come through, you have 
strengthened your spiritual muscles by tackling 
a hard task, and you will find you have less 
difficulty going into the next soul winning 
engagement. 

That man may laugh in your face again, 
but with the joy of Salvation! 


Helps To Understanding 


Scripture Readings in 
Day by Day 
By Clinton C. Baker 
Sunday, July 24, Psalm 46. 


What is the key thought of this Psalm 
(vv.1,7,11)? Picture the images of verses 2-3, 
and meditate upon the Psalmist’s statement, 
‘We will not fear” (v.2). Can the Christian 
have this confidence in the face of atom bombs 
and global wars? What one fact holds the 
believer steady (vv.4-5)? Contrast the power 
of the Lord and the power of the nations of 
earth (v.6). What are the Lord’s ultimate 
plans for the earth (vv.8-9)? If God is in 
control of the earth (vv.6,8-9), and if He is 
with us to protect us (vv.1,4-5,7,11), why do 
we fear? What message does v.10a have for 
Christians living midst the rush and stress of 
modern life? 
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Monday, July 25, II Timothy 1:15. 


Timothy, a young preacher, had been chosen 
by Paul to be his assistant (Acts 16:1-5). What 
physical relationship does Paul use to express 
the spiritual closeness he feels to Timothy 
(v.2a)? How great is his love and concern for 
him (vv.3-4)? Have you ever experienced this 
kind of spiritual fellowship with another Chris- 
tian? What trait in Timothy does Paul find 
to commend (vv.4-5)? Why do you think Paul 
mentions the faith of Lois and Eunice (v.5)? 
In what area does Timothy seem to need en- 
couragement (vv.6-8)? Is your spiritual prog- 
ress hindered by feelings of timidity or fear- 
fulness (v.7)? by shame of the gospel (8)? 
What qualities of character mentioned in this 
passage do you feel a need of in your life? 


Tuesday, July 26, II] Kings 6:8-17. 


Read through this passage, following the plot 
of the story it tells. Study the actions of the 
King of Syria. Did he plan his steps carefully 
(vv.8 and vv. 11-13)? Did he have the power 
to carry out his plans (vv.14-15)? Why did 
he fail? Look at Elisha. What was the source 
of his knowledge (vv.10,12)? What resources 
were available to him (vv.16,17) ? Why do you 
think we Christians so often plan our lives 
without taking God into account? Why are 
we so foolish as to rely upon our own strength 
to succeed in what we do? Have your eyes 
ever been opened to the tremendous spiritual 
power that surrounds you (vv.15-17)? Is this 
power sufficient for any difficulty you may 
meet (v.16) ? 


ryednesday, July 27, I. Peter 1:3-9. 


This letter was written to Christians who were 
suffering because of their faith (v.6). How 
might a realization of what the future held 
for them help them endure persecution (vv.3-5) ? 
Could they be sure of life beyond the grave 
(v.5)? How would their eternal inheritance 
compare to any earthly gain they might receive 
by turning from God (v.4)? Is your faith and 
interest in the next world strong enough to 
hold you steady when your Christian life seems 
hard? What is one purpose of suffering (vv.6-7) ? 
Do your difficulties turn you from God, or do 
you allow them to refine your faith? What can 
a real trust in, and love for, Jesus Christ do 
for you in times of trouble (vv.6a,8b) ? Is Jesus 
Christ that real to you. 


Thursday, July 28, II Timothy 4:1-8. 


Observe the circumstances under which Paul 
writes to Timothy (v.6). What events in the 
church give urgency to his appeal (vv.3-4)? 
What event does Paul use as a motivating factor 
lor Timothy (v.1) and as an encouragement 
to himself (v.8)? How real is your anticipation 
of the Day of Judgment (8)? How does your 
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awareness of the approach of Judgment Day 
affect your daily behavior? Think about what 
is involved in each of the exhortations Paul 
gives Timothy (vv.3,5). Which are of particu- 


lar significance in the task God has given you? 


Recall incidents in Paul’s life that show how 
he was obedient to the exhortations he now 
gives Timothy (v.7). How will your evaluation 
of your life compare to Paul’s (vv.7-8) when 
your days on earth draw to a close? 


Friday, July 29, Joshua 1:5-9. 


Moses was dead. The Israelites, nomads in 
the wilderness, were facing a new situation— 
the impending struggle for the Promised Land 
with Joshua as their leader. What promise of 
provision does the Lord make to Joshua and 
the people (vv.5,9)? In what ways had God 
led Moses (v.5)? What does the Lord require 
of the people (vv.6-8)? What part was the Law 
of God to play (vv.7-8)? Are you aware of 
God’s promised presence and leadership when 
you are faced with the departure of a loved 
one, or with some other new and unknown 
situation (vv.5,9)? Even the most difficult ex- 
periences can “‘work together for good to them 
that love God” (vv.5-6). 


Saturday, July 30, Psalm 48. 


God had decimated the Assyrian army as 
it was besieging Jerusalem (vv.4-7). This 
Psalm is a song of praise to God for deliverance 
and victory (vv.1,9-10). Read through the 
Psalm and meditate upon the notes of praise 
resounded by the Psalmist. Have you ever had 
an experience of deliverance by the Lord that 
caused you to praise Him with all your heart? 
Do you acknowledge the Lord’s hand in your 
deliverances from danger and impossible situa- 
tion? Notice the place that Mount Zion holds 
in the Psalmist’s heart (vv.1-3). What lesson 
did the Psalmist learn from this experience 
(vv.12-14)? Is the God of this Psalm your 
God (v.14)? Do you have confidence in Him 
as your guide? 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JULY 31 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The People Left In Fudah 


Background Scripture: II Kings 25:10-12; Jeremiah 40 - 44 


Devotional Reading: Ecclesiastes 5:1-5 


The Topics for the different groups in the Sabbath School are suggestive : 
Jeremiah Stays with his people; Junior Topic : 


Primary Topic - 


Jeremiah Stands by his people; Intermediate-Senior 


Topic : The Fate of the Faithless : Young People-Adult Topic : Broken Vows. The Golden Text, 
taken from our Devotional Reading, presents the last of these topics: “When thou vowest a vow 
unto God, defer not to pay it.” The whole history of Israel is a sad story of “Broken Vows.”’ 


Over and over, from the giving of the Law at 
Sinai and the Covenant made with the Israel- 
ites on that awful occasion, down to the very 
last, the nation made solemn promises to God 
and then, almost immediately, proceeded to for- 
get and break them. 


Are we any better in our day? The Church, 
too, has its “solemn vows.’ Every ordained 
preacher—at least in our branch of the Church 
—takes some very significant and solemn vows. 
Do we remember these promises made in the 
presence of our brethren and the congregation? 
Are there not some in every church, I suppose, 
who are false to these vows, and look upon 
them as trivial matters? Are there not some 
who even try to undermine the teachings of 
the church in which they are ministers? Every 
elder and deacon in our church takes a vow 
similar to that of the minister. He pledges his 
word that he will be true to the duties of his 
office, and study the peace, purity and unity 
of the church. Do we remember these “vows,” 
and try to be faithful? In most churches certain 
promises are made when we unite with the 
church. When parents present their children for 
baptism, they enter into a sacred covenant with 
God to train these children for him. The mar- 
riage ceremony has its solemn covenant and sa- 
cred vows. Then, some of us have promised God 
certain things in some emergency. He has 
graciously answered our prayer and He has also 
heard our promise. Do we go our way, when 
the crisis is over, and forget what we promised 
on a bed of sickness or when a loved one was 
ill, or we were in some danger. It is no light 
matter, this thing of “vows”: “When thou vow- 
est a vow unto the Lord, defer not to pay it.” 
In Psalm 116 the question is asked, “What shall 
I render unto the Lord for all his benefits to- 
ward me’’?, and the answer, “I will pay my vows 
unto the Lord now in the presence of all his 
people”. God has indeed been good to us: the 
least we can do is to keep the promises we have 
made to Him. 
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I would like to divide the lesson into two 
parts: (1) The People left in the Land, and (2) 
Jeremiah the Prophet. 


I. The People Left in the Land: II Kings 
25:10-12; Some verses from Jeremiah, chapters 
40 - 44. 


The majority of the people—the best and 
strongest—were carried away to Babylon. There 
had been several “‘Stages’”’ of the Captivity. The 
First Stage occurred in the reign of Jehoiakim, 
as we have seen, (II Kings 23:34 - 24:6), who 
became the servant of Nebuchadnezzar but re- 
belled against him. From other sources we 
gather that there were some taken captive at 
that time, Daniel and his three companions 


being of this number. The second stage came 


in the reign of Jehoiachin, when he and 10,000 
of the people were taken captive, and_ the 
“mighty men.” The third, and final stage came 
when Zedekiah and his army were pursued and 
captured, and that king’s eyes were put out, 
and he and his people carried to Babylon, and 
Jerusalem completely destroyed. The Jews 
brought this upon themselves by foolishly dis- 
regarding the wise and God-given advice of 
Jeremiah. 

The remnant - the poor people whom the 
captain of the guard left to be vine-dressers and 
husbandmen - remained under the governship 
of Gedaliah who swore to them, and said unto 
them, Fear not to be servants of the Chaldeans; 
dwell in the land, and serve the king of Baby- 
lon; and it shall be well with thee. But Ishmael 
and ten other men smote Gedaliah, and the peo- 
ple, both small and great, arose and came to 
Egypt, for they were afraid of the Chaldeans. 
This was another disastrous blunder on their 
part and caused great distress both to them and 
to the prophet Jeremiah whom they forced to 
go with them to the land of Egypt. These were 
indeed sad days for Judah. “My people are 
destroyed for lack of knowledge,’ mourns the 
prophet. Mistake after mistake, blunder after 
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blunder, marked their pathway. Do we not have 
a lesson to learn from them? Should we not 
pray: earnestly that our leaders may not con- 
tinue to make the blunders that may be fatal? 


Il. Jeremiah, the Prophet, and his Experi- 
ences with the People who were left in the land, 
and after they went to Egypt: Jeremiah 40 - 44. 


It is easy to look back and see our mistakes 
and blunders, both personal and_ national. 
These chapters are filled with the sad mistakes 
and blunders, unbelief and obstinacy of the 
Jews. 


1. The first great mistake was the treacherous 
slaying of Gedaliah, the governor, who had 
been placed over the land by Nebuchadnezzer. 
His wise policy was to submit to the Chaldeans, 
make the best of their situation, and do all they 
could to restore the land to its former condition. 
If this policy had been pursued the land would 
have had peace and rest and all would have 
been well, for God had promised to look after 
them. Jeremiah had been freed and allowed 
to choose his own course of action; to go where 
he pleased. He chose to remain with his people 
in the land. Gedaliah dwelt at Mizpah and many 
of the Jews returned from the places to which 
they had fled when the Chaldeans took the city. 


Johanan came to Gedaliah and informed him 
of the plot that was being formed to slay him. 
The king of the Ammonites was backing a 
scheme to send Ishmael to assassinate the gov- 
ernor, but Gedaliah refused to believe that this 
was true. Ishmael came with ten other men 
and slew him, and all the Jews who were with 
him. He carried the residue captive, intending 
to take them to the country of the Ammonites. 
This plan, however, was frustrated by Johanan 
who fought against Ishmael who fled, and 
Johanan assumed the leadership of the Jews. 
These three men; Gedaliah, the governor, Ish- 
mael, the plotter, and Johanan, all figure in 
these rapid changes which came in _ Jewish 
leadership. 


2. The second great mistake was the obstinate 
persistence of Johanan and the Jews to go down 
into Egypt. They planned to do this, and then 
came to Jeremiah asking him to seek the word 
of the Lord concerning their project. Jeremiah 
promises to tell them exactly what the Lord 
says. The Word which came to him was clear 
and explicit: “If ye will abide in this land, 
then I will build you, and not pull you down, 
and I will plant you, and not pluck you up: 
for I repent me of the evil that I have done 
unto you. Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, 
of whom you are afraid : be not afraid of him, 
saith the Lord; for I am with you to save you, 
and to deliver you from his hand.” ‘Then he 
goes on to warn them that if they persist in 
their purpose to go down into Egypt, the sword 
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which ye fear shall overtake you there in the 
land of Egypt. 


This plain message from Jehovah was an- 
swered by an obstinate determination on their 
part to carry out their plan. The prophet could 
see, no doubt, in their faces the reaction to 
this word from God when he bitterly says, “For 
ye dissembled in your hearts, when ye sent me 
unto the Lord your God; saying, Pray for us 
unto the Lord our God; and according to all 
that the Lord our God shall say, so declare 
unto us, and we will do it. Now therefore 
know certainly that ye shall die by the sword, 
by the famine, and by the pestilence, in the 
place whither ye desire to go, and to sojourn.” 


These stubborn and disobedient Jews forced 
Jeremiah to go with them on their journey, 
where he continued to prophecy destruction for 
them and for the land of Egypt. Their sad 
history is graphically portrayed by the prophet. 
They became worshippers of “the queen of 
heaven,” especially the women, and he pro- 
nounces doom upon them. Only a very small 
remnant escaped this destruction. 


I wish to call attention to two very obvious 
lessons from this sad chapter in Judah’s history. 
The first is a lesson for preachers. Ours is some- 
times a discouraging ministry. We can weep 
as Jeremiah wept, for the slain of our people. 
Let us not always expect the right response on 
the part of those to whom we preach. Remem- 
ber Jeremiah, and many others, and_ take 
courage. 


Our second lesson: It is an insult to God to 
make up our mind to pursue a certain course 
and then pretend to seek guidance from Him 
when we know already what we are determined 
to do. We “‘dissemble in our hearts,” and call 
down additional wrath and punishment. These 
stubborn Jews, bent on going to Egypt, treated 
the message of the prophet with contempt, say- 
ing, The Lord has not sent thee to say, Go 
not into Egypt. In other words, if the “Word 
of the Lord” is contrary to our plans, then we 
refuse to believe it. People today still have 
“itching ears’; they refuse the truth and “be- 
lieve the lie.” 


May the Lord, in His mercy and grace, save 
America from such stubbornness and unbelief! 


“Life and Service Hymns” 


Do you have used copies of LIFE AND 
SERVICE HYMNS that you would sell or give 
to a small Church to supplement their present 
inadequate supply? If so please write— 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 31 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Private Government 


Hymn: “O Grant Us Light, That We may 
Know” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Romans 12 

Hymn: “More Love To Thee, O Christ” 

Offering 

Hymn: “Stand Up, Stand Up For Jesus” 
PROGRAM LEADER: 

What do we mean when we speak of “private 
government”? The term usually refers to the 
efforts of a limited group of people to influence 
government officials to act in a way that will 
be favorable to them and to the interests they 
represent. Pressure is brought to bear either 
on those who make the laws or on those who 
administer the laws. It is sometimes said that 
we are not governed by those whom we elect 


but by those people and groups whose influence. 


is so effective. Farmers, industrial workers, vet- 
erans, and business men all have their repre- 
sentatives who seek to influence the lawmakers 
and government officials to favor their par- 
ticular group. It is hardly fair to say that these 
“pressure groups’ actually govern us, but it 
must be recognized that they wield a consider- 
able amount of power. 

The activity of “pressure groups” in the gov- 
ernment would seem to be a mixed blessing. 
It is quite possible for these representatives of 
specialized groups to bring before the legis- 
lators and administrative officials points of view 
and information which they might not other- 
wise have. In this respect they render a valu- 
able service. On the other hand, it is possible 
for these “pressure groups” to act quite selfishly. 
There is a danger that some will seek benefits 
for their own particular group without regard 
for the welfare of the nation as a whole. In 
this respect “private government” can be very 
damaging and dangerous. 

Since Christianity is concerned with all of 
life, many Christians are anxious to learn what 
they can and should do about the problems 
which accompany the activities of “pressure 
groups” in our government. They want to know 
how the good in this system can be preserved 
while the evil and selfishness can be destroyed. 
Our speakers will suggest two courses of action 
which the church may take. 

First SPEAKER: 

There are Christians who believe that the 
church itself should become a “pressure group” 
and influence legislation and administration 
along Christian lines. Of course, the church 
as a whole cannot go to Washington or the 
various state capitols to make itself heard, so, 
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according to this idea, small groups are to be 
sent to speak for the church. It is assumed 
that these church representatives will be expert 
in all matters being considered by the govern- 
ment and that they will know and urge a Chris- 
tian solution to all problems. On the surface 
this seems to be an effective way of using our 
influence for good government, but there are 
several considerations which make thoughtful 
Christians doubt the wisdom of making the 
church a “pressure group” in government. 

It is open to question if any group or com- 
mittee of church. people can know the full 
nature of problems which face the government 
in all areas. We do not doubt the earnestness 
of those who desire to influence government 
in the name of the church, but we may well 
wonder if they are fully competent to know and 
say what is the Christian answer to every prob- 
lem which arises. 

Another matter which this idea of the church 
as a “pressure group” overlooks is the true 
nature of representation. It would be impossible 
for any political action committee of the church 
to consult the membership of the church about 
every matter of government and legislation. It 
is assumed that the committee will know and 
do what is best, so they speak for the church 
even though the church as a whole may not 
agree with what they say. It is very easy, under 
this system, to do violence to the great Protes- 
tant principle of the right of private judgment 
to which every Christian is entitled under the 
guidance of the Bible and the Holy Spirit. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

The other course which the church can follow 
to influence government for the better is less 
direct than the “pressure group” system, but it 
is undoubtedly more lasting. This is the time 
honored business of evangelism and the preach- 
ing of righteousness. It may seem that these 
have nothing to do with government, but in an 
indirect way they have everything to do with it. 

The only way to have a truly Christian gov- 
ernment is for there to be a staff of Christian 
leaders governing a nation of Christian people. 
Righteous government demands righteous peo- 
ple, and the only way people can become right- 
eous is to accept the righteousness of Christ by 
faith. The purpose of evangelism is to lead 
people to take this step of faith. This is the 
primary task which Christ has committed to 
His church. By the same measure that the 
church is faithful to this task the world will 
be blessed with justice, righteousness and peace. 

Salvation is a personal thing, but that does 
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not mean that we are to keep our blessings to 
ourselves. ‘The Christian does not live in a 
vacuum, and he cannot be unconcerned with 
the things of this present life. It is his duty to 
know as much as he can about his government 
and to share in its responsibility. Individual 
Christians can render helpful service by writing 
to their officials in government about matters 
of which they have knowledge and conviction. 
The Christian possesses a redeemed, renewed 
nature, and that new nature is bound to have 
an influence on government as well as on every- 
thing else with which the Christian comes in 


Church 


contact. This may be a slow and an idealistic 
way of influencing government, but it is a sure 
and a sound way. 

There is a sense in which the Christian ought 
to participate in “private government.” ‘The 
Christian is the representative of Christ. Christ 
actually lives in him and is King of his life. 
Wherever he lives and in whatever he does, the 
Christian must live for his King. The purpose 


of the church is to bring all men under sub- 


jection to Christ. Only when men submit them- 
selves to the rule of the King of kings and Lord 
of lords will their governments be Christian. 


News 


DR. FRANK C. BROWN DIES 


Atlanta, Ga. — Dr. Frank Chilton Brown, 
professor at Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga., and former Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., died in an Atlanta 
hospital Saturday, July 2, after a brief illness. 

Funeral services were held July 5 at Bream 
Memorial Presbyterian Church in Charleston, 
W. Va., where Dr. Brown had formerly served 
as pastor. Dr. Ciaude Pritchard, Secretary of 
the Division of Home Missions, Atlanta, of- 
ficiating at the services, called Dr. Brown a 
“happy combination of preacher and _ pastor” 
and thanked God for the use He made of this 
one who was so wholly consecrated to the serv- 
ice of the Kingdom. Dr. Pritchard pointed out 
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that the outstanding characteristic of Dr. 
Brown’s ministry was his accomplishments in 
the realm of evangelism, citing that during the 
thirty-five years of Dr. Brown’s pastorates, he 
received an annual average of 200 on the Pro- 
fession of Faith. Besides noting the pulpit and 
pastoral work of Dr. Brown, Dr. Pritchard men- 
tioned his career in training and teaching of 
young ministers and told how his influence 
continued through channels of the seminary 
classroom. 


On Sunday, July 3, in the chapel at Columbia 
Theological Seminary, a brief memorial service 
was held for Dr. Brown. Dr. J. McDowell Rich- 
ards, president of the seminary, Dr. P. D. Miller, 
executive secretary of the Board of Church Ex- 
tension, and Dr. Wallace Alston, president of 
Agnes Scott College, conducted the - special 
service. 


Dr. Brown was born at Lewisburg, West Vir- 
ginia, July 4, 1890. He received the BA, MA, 
and the honorary DD, degrees from Hampden- 
Sydney College at Hampden-Sydney, Va. In 
1914 he graduated from Union Theological 
Seminary at Richmond, Va., receiving the BD 
degree, and for a year following that, did post 
graduate work at the Free Church College, 
Glasgow, Scotland. He was ordained May 21, 
1914, by Kanawha Presbytery in the Synod of | 
West Virginia, and while in Scotland he was ~ 
assistant pastor at the Henry Drummond Me- 
morial Church at Glasgow. For five. years he 
was pastor of the Logan Presbyterian Church, 
Logan, W. Va. From 1920-36, Dr. Brown 
served as pastor of the Bream Memorial Church, 
Charleston, W. Va., going from there to the 
First Church, Dallas, Texas, where he was pas- 
tor from 1936 until 1952. From 1952 until his 
death, Dr. Brown was professor of English Bible 
and Practical Theology at Columbia Seminary. 


The Columbia professor was recipient of the 
Algernon Sidney Sullivan Award from Hamp- 
den-Sydney College, and the LLD degree from 
Austin College, Shermon, Texas, in 1945. 
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He served as Moderator of the General As- 
sembly in 1940—the highest honor the Church 
can bestow on an individual. 


In 1932 he published a book on evangelism, 
called, “Lost, A Human Soul,” and for many 
years, prior to his election as Moderator, served 
as Chairman of the Assembly’s Committee on 
Evangelism. 

Surviving are his wife, the former Miss Mary 
Oden Hansford from Charleston, West Virginia, 
whom he married in 1915; two sisters, Mrs. Em- 
ma Wood of Lewisburg, W. Va., and Mrs. W. B. 
Crawford, Sr., of Charlottesville, Va.; and sev- 
eral nieces and nephews, among whom is Miss 
Mary Brown Crawford, now serving the Church 
aS a missionary in Luluabourg, Belgian Congo. 


Death of Dr. R. S. Snyder 


Charlotte, N. C. — Dr. R. S. Snyder, former 
supply pastor of Seigle Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in Charlotte, died June 28 of a heart 
attack at Allendale, S. C., while he and his 
wife were en route to Daytona Beach, Fla., to 
make their home. Until a week before his 
death, Dr. Snyder had supplied the pulpit at 
Seigle Avenue Church for some time. 


The funeral was held at Seigle Avenue 
Church June 30 and was conducted by Dr. R. H. 
Stone, executive secretary of Mecklenburg Pres- 
bytery; Dr. Charles Boyd Presbyterian minister 
to Charlotte’s hospitals; and the Rev. Henry 
Righter, rector of Christ Episcopal Church. 


Dr. Snyder was an honorable retired minister 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., and had 
resided in Charlotte for a year prior to his 
death. He was a member of the Utica Presbytery 
of the Synod of New York. | 


World Missions Receipts 


Budget for 1955 

Receipts to date 

Percentage of annual budget 
received for 1955 40.80% 

Balance needed for 1955 1,805,305.08 


1,244,694.92 


Young People’s Confernce 


Synod of Louisiana 


Clinton, La. — At the conclusion of the 31st 
Presbyterian Young People’s Conference for the 
Synod of Louisiana, held June 13-20 at Silliman 
College, Clinton, James Holliday, member of 
the Canal Street Presbyterian Church in New 
Orleans, was elected and installed as Moderator 
of the Synod’s Youth Council. He succeeds 
Edwin Stock, Jr., also a member of Canal Street 
Church, who has served as moderator for the 
past two years. 


The Rev. Thomas C. Duncan, pastor of the 
Broadmoor Presbyterian Church of Shreveport, 
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$3,050,000.00 


directed the conference. Two hundred and 
twelve college and senior high young people 


- attended the meeting which is one of four such 


conferences held by Presbyterians in Louisiana. 


Montreat College 


Montreat, July 9 — Dr. Benjamin C. Dun- 
ford of Spartanburg, S. C., has been appointed 
chairman of the Music Department at Montreat 
College, President J. Rupert McGregor an- 
nounced. 


His wife, Mrs. Nancy R. Dunford, will also 
join the music department as instructor in 
piano. 

Dr. Dunford will teach piano, organ and re- 
lated subjects in addition to his duties as de- 
partment head. 


Dr. and Mrs. Dunford are duo-pianists and 
have appeared in concerts and recitals through- 
out the South and Midwest. 


They were formerly music department in- 
structors at South Carolina School for the Blind 
at Spartanburg. Dr. Dunford was director of 
music and Mrs. Dunford was instructor in voice 
and director of the chorus. 


Dr. Dunford has an AB degree from Salem 
College, MM in Composition from University of 
Texas and PhD. from University of Rochester. 


Mrs. Dunford has an AB from Salem College 
and an MM from University of Texas. 


Dr. Dunford has taught at the University of 
Texas and Eastman School of Music at Roches- 
ter University. He was a member of the arrang- 
ing staff of the Omaha, Nebraska Symphony 
Orchestra, and has had works performed by 
the Eastman-Rochester Symphony Orchestra 
and the Southwestern Symposium Symphony 
Orchestra. 


Mrs. Dunford is a former faculty member 
at Salem College and did graduate work under 
Edwin Hughes in New York City. While at 
Rochester she was chief cataloguer at the Sibley 
Music Library at the University of Rochester. 

Dr. and Mrs. Dunford will assume their duties 
at Montreat at the beginning of the 1955-56 fall 
term in September. 


New Orleans Young People 
Attend Leadership School 


New Orleans, La. — Representatives from 
New Orleans Presbytery young people’s group 
who attended a_ week’s leadership training 
school at Mo-Ranch, Texas, the last of June 
included Bill Bradshaw, Bill Burge, Hall EI- 
lison, Shelly Hunter, Mary Keller, Jean ‘Thomp- 
son, and Emma Young. Mrs. Edwin Stock was 
Adult Advisor for the group. The seven young 
people represented their Presbytery Council. All 
of them, and their advisor, are from New Or- 
leans. 
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MEMBERS OF SOUTH HIGHLAND 
CHURCH HEAR DR. ALEXANDER 


Birmingham, Ala. — Members of South High- 
land Presbyterian Church, Birmingham, heard 
their former pastor via radio transcription at 
their regular Sunday morning service, June 5. 
Dr. W. A. Alexander, former minister of the 
South Highland Church, and now confined to 
his home at Birmingham, spoke on the topic, 
“Acquainted With Christ.” Dr. Alexander was 
pastor at South Highland from 1932 until 1941, 
and was Moderator of the General Assembly 
in 1952. Dr. Frank Alfred Mathes is present 
pastor of that church. 


The sermon heard on transcription June 5 
was cut on tape some years ago as a part of 
the Protestant Radio Hour Broadcasts. After 
its recent presentation in the sanctuary of South 
Highland Church, a personal message by Dr. 
Alexander was then read to the congregation, 
and printed in the church’s bulletin two weeks 
later. 


The personal greeting which followed the 
sermon was the following: 


“One of the first sermons preached to his 
first congregation by a very young minister, still 
unmarried, was on the theme “The Fine Art 
cf Instructing and Controlling Children.’ One 
of his Elders, speaking out of the wisdom of 
the years, said, “Young man, that was a good 
sermon. However, I have the feeling that if 
you preach it again ten years from now you 
will probably make quite a number of changes 
in it.’ 

Were I with you today and preaching the 
sermon you have just heard I would make one 
major change. To the three points I would 
add a fourth: Your acquaintance with Christ 
means an experience of PEACE. Search the 
Scriptures, and you do not find them promising 
that we can have everything just as we might 
wish them; but you do find over and over again 
the promise of peace within in spite of the 
turbulence without. 


That peace can be the portion of every one 
of you here this morning. It isn’t the peace 
of perfection—for all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God. It isn’t the peace of 
positive thinking—‘for to will is present with 
me: but how to perform that which is good 
I find not’. It is the peace which is through 
Christ and which only God can give. ‘He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things? . . . I am persuaded, 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us 
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from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.’ 


‘To a pastor and people whose thoughtfulness 
and kindness have been constant and a source 
of real blessing, I give my thanks for the fel- 
lowship of this hour. Indeed, I feel the closer 
to you through our acquaintance with Christ. 
May his blessing be your changeless portion.” 


Sincerely, 
Will Alexander 


SYNOD ADOPTS $500,000 CAMPAIGN 
FOR ARKANSAS COLLEGE 


The Presbyterian Synod of Arkansas held its 
104th annual meeting at Arkansas College, June 
21 and 22. The ministers and laymen in at- 
tendance numbered over 175. 


Dr. T. B. Hay, pastor of the Pulaski Heights © 
Presbyterian Church in Little Rock and retiring 
moderator of Synod, was in charge of the con- 
vening session. The meeting was then taken 
over by Judge James H. Pilkinton of Hope, who 
was elected moderator for the 1955-56 year. 


Highlighting the business activities of the 
Synod was the adoption of the $500,000 cam- 
paign for Arkansas College. The Synod adopted 
a budget of $275,500 broken down as follows: 
$100,000 for Assembly’s Causes, $163,000 for 
Synod’s Causes and $12,500 for Synod’s opera- 
tion. 


Dr. J]. W. Bryson, pastor of the Central Pres- 
byterian Church in Pine Bluff, is moderator-in- 
nomination. The First Presbyterian Church in 
El Dorado was selected as the site for next year’s 
meeting of Synod. 


The Dallas Book Store 


Richmond, Va. — George E. Stratman, lay- 
man of Arkadelphia, Arkansas, has been named 
manager of the Dallas Presbyterian Book Store, 
it was announced today by Dr. Marshall C. 
Dendy, Executive Secretary of the Board of 
Christian Education which has headquarters 
here. The three Presbyterian book stores—in 
Richmond, Atlanta, and Dallas—now operate 
under the jurisdiction of this Board. In his 
new post, Mr. Stratman will head an organiza- 
tion serving five states of the Southwest. 


Mr. Stratman is a Presbyterian elder and is 
well known in the Southwest, both in business 
circles and in the lay work of the Church._He 
is a native of Chicago, Ill. The new book store 
manager has had 25 years experience, the last 
14 years of which have been spent in business 
for himself in Prescott and Arkadelphia, Ar- 
kansas. 
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Gifts of Art 


Montreat — Fifteen original paintings were 
presented on behalf of the people of Germany 
to the Presbyterian Church, U.S., here last night. 


The paintings, done by contemporary artists, 
were presented by Paul B. Freeland of the Board 
of World Missions overseas relief division at 
a session of the Presbyterian Educational As- 
sociation of the South conference. 


Freeland noted that the paintings were given 
“as a symbol of the gratitude of the German 
people to those who helped them in their time 
of greatest need.”’ 


The paintings were presented to representa- 
tives of the four Presbyterian Church, U.S., sem- 
inaries, the Assembly Training School at Rich- 
mond, Va., and the boards of the church. 


SHERRILL LEAVES TRUST FUNDS FOR 
PRESBYTERIAN INSTITUTIONS 


Statesville, N. C. — The will of the late Carl 
Sherrill, probated here on June 22, established 
two trust funds for his wife and provided upon 
her death, amounts to be dispersed to two 
Presbyterian schools, a Presbyterian orphanage, 
and the First Presbyterian Church of Statesville. 


Mr. Sherrill was secretary-treasurer of States- 
ville Flour Mills and one of its founders. He 
will set up one trust fund of 40 per cent of his 
entire estate as the share for his wife, and 
another trust fund for the remaining 60 per 
cent set up with the specification that his wife 
receive net gain from it during her life and upon 
her death, the funds be dispersed as follows: 


The Carl and Emma Sherrill Scholarship 
Fund with a capital of $5,000 for 10 scholar- 
ships at Davidson College; to Barium Springs 
Orphanage, $5,000 for 10 scholarships to col- 
leges of the students’ choice; to Mitchell Col- 
lege, $5,000 to be used for the “best interest’ 
of the school; and $5,000 to the First Presby- 
terian Church of Statesville. 


Negro Youth Attend Conference 


Winston-Salem, N. C. — Six Presbyterian 
churches of Winston-Salem sent ten Negro boys 
and girls to the North Carolina Conference 
for Christian Youth, which was held for six 
days the middle of June at State Teachers Col- 
lege, Fayetteville, N. C. | 


For the past five years, the North Carolina 
Conference for Christian Youth has been spon- 
sored by the men’s Sunday School classes and 
clubs of Presbyterian churches throughout the 
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state. Sponsoring churches in the Winston- 
Salem area were Reynolds, Highland, Soutli- 
minster, Lee Memorial, Covenant, and First 


Church. 


Birth of a New Missionary 


Nashville, Tenn. — The Rev. and Mrs. George 
Thompson Brown of the Korea Mission, an- 
nounced the birth of a daughter, Charlotte 
Anne, according to information received here 
by the Board of World Missions recently. The 
baby was born May 28, at Chunju, Korea. 


Mr. Brown was born in China where his 
parents were missionaries. He is a graduate of 
Davidson College and Union Theological Sem- 
inary in Richmond, and has studied at Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary. He is a member of 
Kings Mountain Presbytery. 


Mrs. Brown is the former Mary Alexander 
Hopper, daughter of Korea missionaries, the 
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Hopper who are now 
residing in Montreat, N. C. She is a graduate 
of Agnes Scott College and is a member of the 
Ginter Park Presbyterian Church in Richmond, 
Va. 


Queens College Meets a Challenge 


Richmond, Va. — Queens College of Char- 
lotte, N. C., was the first to claim a $1,000 
challenge fund offered by the Division of High- 
er Education, Board of Christian Education of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S. The Board is 
located in headquarters here. Announcement 
of the filing of the “claim” by Queens President 
Edwin R. Walker, was made by Dr. Hunter B. 
Blakely, secretary of the Division. 


The challenge fund was offered to any Pres- 
byterian senior college which added as much 
as $2,000 to its budget for purchasing new 
books in 1955.. For any Presbyterian junior 
college spending $1,000 for a similar invest- 
ment, the Fund pays $500. 


Queens College, recipient of an anonymous 
gift of $50,000, earmarked for the purchase of 
library books, is claiming the grant from the 
challenge fund by far surpassing the Fund's 
requirement. 


Little Joe’s Church Gets Organ 


Barium Springs, N. C. — An organ, especially 
designed for Little Joe’s Presbyterian Church 
at Barium Springs Presbyterian Orphans’ Home 
near Statesville, N. C., was dedicated the mid- 
dle of June. The organ was made possible by 
the late Thad Montgomery of Statesville, who 
willed funds, with the comment, “I hope it will 
be a good organ.”” The instrument’s equipment 
includes automatic tower chimes. 
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Charlotte Calhoun is organist at the new 
church. Philip Gehring, music professor at 
Davidson College, Davidson, N. C., presented 
the dedication recital. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. Charles M. Foshee, to 1224 Old Wilson 
Road, Rocky Mount, N. C. (Same church). 


BOOKS — 


THE COVENANT OF GRACE. John Murrav. 
The Tyndale Press. 1 shilling sixpence. 


Professor Murray shows that from the begin- 
ning of God's disclosures to me, He worked 
in terms of covenant. We find a unity of con- 
ception which is to the effect that a divine 
covenant is a sovereign administration of grace 
and of promise. Preponderantly in the usage 
ef Scripture, covenant refers to grace and prom- 
ise, specifically redemptive. Thus, the author 
concludes his study with this thought, “We 
have sovereign grace and promise dispensed on 
the highest level because it is grace bestowed 
and promise given in regard to the attainment 
of the highest end conceivable for man.” This 
he spoke in regard to the climax and apex of 
covenant administration in the New Testament 
epoch. He holds that the new covenant is an 
everlasting covenant - there is no further ex- 
pansion or enrichment. Because there can be 
no higher mediator or surety than the Lord 
of Glory, since there can be no sacrifice more 
transcendent in its finality and the sacrifice of 
Him who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without spot unto God, this covenant 
cannot give place to another. Grace and truth, 
promise and fulfillment have in this covenant 
received their fullness. 


THE Psatms. Joseph Addison Alexander. 
Zondervan Publishing Company. $6.95. 


Dr. Alexander is recognized as a writer of 
genuine scholarship and evangelical warmth. 
Dr. Charles Hodge, who was a contemporary 
of the author, said of him, “I regard Dr. Joseph 
Addison Alexander as incomparably the great- 
est man I ever knew.” In writing this com- 
mentary the author aimed exclusively at ex- 
planation, the discovery, and statement of the 
meaning of the Psalms. Here we have an am- 
plified translation to preserve not only the 
strength but the peculiar form of the original 
language. This work is soundly scholarly and 
warmly evangelical. Written by a man whose 
life was devoted to and radiated the ministry 
of the Gospel, it is a valuable addition to the 
Classic Commentary Library. 


JULY 20, 1955 


Are you satisfied 
with your Will? 


H AVE you omitted something, or someone? 


Is there one bequest you intended to make... 
but didn’t? 


Do you think you should leave a part of your 
possessions to further the cause of the Master? 


By including the Board of World Missions in 
your will, you can provide for the continuous 
advancement of Christianity throughout the 
world. Many such bequests have been re 
ceived by our Board and invested in the work 
of Foreign Missions. 


In drawing or revising your will, consult a 
good lawyer. We will be glad to supply any 
information desired as to the form of bequest 
or the use of your legacy. Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
BOARD OF WoRLD Missions 
CHurcn in tHe Unireo States 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
Foreign Misstons a Share 
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